THE AMERICAN NOVEL

these old American romances in little besides their anonymity
and their meter. Were the names of the American authors
transposed it would be noticed, if at all, only by experts.
Almost all of these tales employ a more or less standardised
idiom and terminology, tending to the heioic am! inflated in
the dialogue and to the verbose in narrative and description.
Swift improvisation underlies (he method, with a large but
heedless handling of groups of characters ami blocks of ma-
terial, and with Providence and coincidence involved as lightly
as in the most romantic ages. Although there is ;i plethora of
incident, the plots play continual variations upon a few themes
and personages. In those dealing with the matter of the
Revolution the war against the British never slackens; nor in
those dealing with the Settlement and the Kwntier, the w;tr
against the stubborn aborigines. Types of character ;ue strongly
opposed and slightly shaded, as suits an atmosphese habitu-
ally tinged with conflict Children hardly exist on the seen?,
and the women rarely rise above the pretty am! ele$mt and
helpless except when now and then one of them assumes the
virago, often with comic effect So far as the characters have
a psychology, it is restricted to a few single motives; with the
women, a passive readiness to be wooed, a meek emimaitec of
husbands, and a tearful solicitude for children again except
for the viragoes, who anticipate their suitors, naj* their hus-
bands, and beat or savagely protect their young; with the
men, intense patriotism, a burning confidence in the national
destiny, a passion for fighting and hardships, considerable
insensibility to pain, in themselves and others, which finds
expression in stoicism, cruelty, and heavy pranks; ami chivulric
love remarkably sexless in any but the villains, The moral
standards implied belong to conventional ethics, Christianity
being professed and war practised in the ordinary mixture,
While some strained points of honor appear, especially arising
from the codes of the gaming table and the duel, there is little
of that casuistry which in the medieval courtly romances plays